Tips on Evangelism
1. What is evangelism?
Evangelism means the preaching of the Gospel.  In Greek, the word for gospel is “euangelion", which means, literally, “gospeling.”  When we evangelize, we are “gospeling” — we are spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Gospel means “good news” and covers three things:
A. Why we need to be saved – Romans 3:23 & 6:23
B. How we can be saved – John 3:3, 5, & 16
C. What must we do to be saved: Repent and Believe – 2 Peter 3:9 & Romans 10:9

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV).

There are many kinds of evangelism.  The following approaches will be discussed in this talk: The Direct Approach, the Philosophical Approach, the Testimonial Approach, the Relational Approach, the Invitational Approach, and the Service Approach.

2. Plan – What kind of outreach do you want to do?
The Direct Approach: Preach the bad and good news of the gospel.  This approach is primarily directed towards people who have a basic understanding of religion.  
Examples: Billy Graham, Ray Comfort of Living Waters, and other Street Preachers.  Biblical Example: Paul in Acts 2

The Philosophical Approach: Defend the existence of God, then preach the gospel.  This approach is primarily directed towards people who reject religion.  
Examples: C. S. Lewis, Dr. John Lennox, Dr. William Lane Craig, Dr. Jason Lisle, Todd Friel of Wretched Radio, Cliffe Knechtle.  Biblical Example: Paul in Acts 17

The Testimonial Approach: Share your personal testimony.  
Biblical Example: Leper in Luke 17:12-15 and Mark 1:40-45

Transitional Approaches – These are ways to lead up to the previous approaches:
The Relational Approach: Develop a friendship with someone so you have an opportunity to share the Gospel.  This approach can often be combined with the Testimonial Approach.  Biblical Example: Much of Jesus’s ministry.

The Invitational Approach: Invite someone to a faith-based activity where they will hear the Gospel.  

The Service Approach: Meeting the needs of others provides opportunities to apply the other approaches.  Biblical Example: Jesus miraculously healing and feeding others.
3. Prepare
Study the resources, go over key arguments, memorize answers to common questions, memorize key Bible verses.
You may be asked scientific, theological, or philosophical questions.
There are many different ways to prove the existence of God.  
When having a discussion with others, be prepared to ask clarifying questions: "What do you mean by that?"  Also, do not be afraid to say, "I do not know."  If you know the individual, perhaps you could offer to find out the answer together.  


4. Practice
Practice by yourself, in front of a mirror, or with a friend.  Make cheat-sheets with the outline of what you want to say and the references or first few words of verses you want to use.  Watch other evangelists.

5. Problems – Issues you may encounter.
These are problems we have encountered over the years:
· People become offended and leave.
· People threaten you – Always have a friend with you or a running video recorder.
· People want to have a shouting match.
· Officials asking you to leave – Know the laws, rules, and regulations of where you are evangelizing.
· One individual in a group is obnoxious while you attempt to talk to the rest of the group.
· Former “Christians” who have a faulty understanding of the Bible and Christianity and are too bitter to listen to you.  
· Even fellow Christians may cause difficulties:
· Some ask many questions about your views on theological issues which are not vital to salvation.
· Some want to join, but you do not know their essential theology or what they will say.  Or some want to hand out their own literature, but you do not have time to read it and ensure that it is Biblically sound.

6. Pick Your Approach
If you do not like or are not good at one method, try another.  
You can also do more than one approach or do a combination of multiple approaches.

7. Pray - Do this all through the process.
If you do not say a Bible verse, you not evangelizing.  Always bring the discussion back to the Bible and the Gospel.
You will always remember and say every Bible verse that God wants your audience to hear.

